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less noteworthy for her strong sense, wisdom, and capacity
She helped Giovanni in all his difficulties, and whereas he
was from his fiery and headstrong nature always ready tc
become involved in some trouble, she was ever on the watch
from a distance, displaying a wonderful forethought, and send-
ing him sound advice which saved him from many quarrels.
Her letters to him, many of which are preserved in the State
archives of Florence, are models of sense, wisdom, and the
strongest affection combined. Her portrait by Vasari is sure
to be a good likeness, as he knew her well.

While Giovanni was absent on his almost perpetual cam-
paigns she lemained living in her father's palace in the Corso
at Florence, where in 1519 her son, Cosimo, was born. During
the next three years, Giovanni, having attained command of
a troop, was mounting by rapid steps in his profession, and
gaining great distinction owing to his invariable success
wherever employed, so that the occasions when he was able
to be with her were few. And when in 1523 Pope Adrian VI
was succeeded by Clement VII this became still more the
case. By this time her young husband, all whose youthful
aspirations she had shared as a girl, had become one of the
most renowned commanders in Italy, and she saw less and
less of him. But this did not in any way prevent his being her
one consideration at all times, and wherever we hear of her she
seems to have no other care or interest but his well-being.
Her life had in it much sadness, for, seeing plainly Pope
Clement's manoeuvres to oust Giovanni from his rights and
to keep him always in the field in the hope that he would
eventually get killed, she yet found it impossible to get Gio-
vanni to guard his own interests, while she also lived in per-
petual dread of hearing of his death. And the higher he rose
in his profession, and the more the tloud of war spread over
northern Italy (as it did almost uninterruptedly during the
last three years of his life), the more impossible did it become
for Giovanni to give any attention to his domestic affairs, or
to be with the wife who loved him so devotedly.